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sanat Mints Tur Bhdrat Mihir, of the 12th July, contains an article ony, 

ia ak 6 state of affairs in Afghanistan. A a 
——— between Abdur Rahman and Ayub Kha, 
remarks the writer, has now become inevitable. There is considerable doy}; 
as to whether Abdur Rahman will be able to remain in power. It is said tha 
he has already, in view of the difficulties in future, sent his valuable pp. 
“perties out of the country. In this Afghan business the British Gover. 
ment has done gross injustice to Yakub Khan. The public believe hin 
to have been perfectly guiltless in the massacre of Major Cavagnay; 
It behoves Government, if it has any evidence to produce to the contrary, 
to publish it at once, or else to set Yakub at liberty. Any other cour 
would necessitate the return of the British army into Afghanistan. 

SaBACHAR, 2. The Sahachar, of the 18th July, notices, in an ironical spirit, the 
_— srand reception which General Roberts ha; 
met with in England. His heroism has bee, 
extolled to the skies. The people of India are, nowever, sorry to notice 
that the Continental nations are laughing in their sleeves at this magnifying 
of a small performance into a grand one. The KHditor, then, proceeds to 
condemn the hanging of innocent persons which took place in Cabul under 
the orders of General Roberts. 


General Roberts in England. 


Pousiic ADMINISTRATION. 


Cmanc Varta, 3. The Charu Vartd, of the llth July, regrets to have to notice the 
fay So conduct of the Justices Prinsep and Cunning. 
of aie Bench and the Bar, and the case ham in reference to the application recenth 

| made before them by Mr. Jackson, one of 

the Senior Advocates of the Calcutta Bar, for the transfer of the cas 

of one Abdul Sobhan from the district of Patna to some other district. 
Considering that the decisions passed by the Judges of the High Court 

are model decisions, and are quoted as precedents in hundreds of 

cases by judicial officers in the mofussil, and considering further that 

the people of Bengal look up to the High Court for an impartial 
administration of justice, any action on the part of the Judges which 

might tend to fetter freedom of argument by counsel could not but be viewed 

with extreme sorrow and apprehension. The High Court commands the 

respect and enjoys the confidence of all in this country; even the illiterate 

peasant, if interrogated on the point, would not hesitate to declare hi 

conviction that in the eye of that tribunal all are equal. Unfortunately, 

however, since the decision passed by the Court in what were know 

as the Fenwa cases, the people have gradually had their confidence it 

shaken to a considerable extent. This is a fact which is greatly tobe 

deplored. In the case of Abdul Sobhan, the decision at which the Chief 

Justice arrived after hearing the arguments of Mr. Branson has been extremely 
unsatisfactory. Sir Richard Garth threw all the blame on Mr. Jackson: 

shoulders, without hearing what he had to urge in self-defence. It is 10 

be hoped the Government of India will take up the question for conside™ 

ation, and see that nothing occurs to shake the confidence of the people ¢ 

these provinces in the High Court of Calcutta. | ce 

Cuanv Vapta. 4. The same paper observes that legislation seems to flourish ™ ° 
titi hele remarkable manner on Indian soil: a larg 


a Res number of laws is passed every year by 
Indian Council, the members not bestowing th thought upon thes 


These, however, do not remain in force for along time. The Law Memb 
who is a highly paid officer, feels it to be his duty to constantly frame 0 
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laws, no matter whether or not they are required by the people. The 
Editor here gives a list of Acts passed between the years 1834 to 1876, as 
also of those that have been repealed during this period; and asks that the 
costly appointment of the Law Member should be abolished, and that in 
the Legislative Councils there should be a larger number of native members 
than is the case at present. 


~ 


5. The same paper refers to the inconvenience which results from 
constant amendment of the laws which bear 
close relation to the security of life and 
property. Such amendments are felt to be an inconvenience by the 
Bench, the Bar, and the masses, by the last particularly, who are always 
kept in a state of uneasiness, These remarks have been called for by the 
appearance of a new Criminal Procedure Code Bill framed by Mr. Whitley 
Stokes. Many high officials, and particularly the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal and the Judges of the High Court of Calcutta, are opposed to the 
proposal to amend the existing Code. Mr. Stokes, however, it would seem, 
is convinced that an amended Code is necessary. But the new Code will 
doubtless share the fate of the Civil Procedure Code of Sir Arthur 
Hobhouse, an amendment of which was soon rendered necessary by the large 
number of errors and omissions that were discovered in it. Mr. Stokes objects 
to inserting wherever necessary new sections in the existing Code, a 
suggestion wiich was made by the Lieutenant-Governor and the High 
Court Judges, on the ground that this would make the measure both 
diffuse and bulky. The Law Member is certainly wrong in this view of the 
matter ; because the more amplified and explicit a Code is, the less probability 
there remains of its being misconstrued. 


6. In reviewing the Resolution of the Lieutenant-Governor on the 


The Financial position of the Bengal Financial position of the Government of 
Government. Bengal, the same paper remarks that by the 
extension of the scheme of decentralization of finance to these provinces, and 
by leaving the administration of certain sources of revenue to local Govern- 
ments, the Government of India has shown remarkable statesmanship. 
The revenue has largely increased, while extravagant expenditure has been 
reduced, and many important works calculated to confer lasting benefit 
upon the province have been constructed. 


7. Referring to the case of Abdul Sobhan and the disagreement 
between the Bench and the Bar, the Ananda 
Bazar Pairika, of the llth July, remarks 
that the arbitrary manner in which Justices Prinsep and Cunningham dis- 
posed of this case is precisely that in which three-fourths of the Judges in 
this country do their work. But the proper opponent of an Englishman 
is an Englishman. The Judges have this time fallen into the hands of 
Englishmen, and this will probably open the eyes of many of these officers. 


8. We extract the following observations from an article in the same 


} aper headed ‘“* Are Englishmen our bene- 

on Rain wr tener! factors >” How greatly Py English rulers love 
us! Owing to their anxious concern for our welfare, sleep has forsaken 
their eyes, For our good they are showering down upon us a perpetual shower 
of laws, and have placed in the hands of Judicial officers that invincible 
weapon —the Penal Code. ‘The police have been given almost unbounded 
powers; while the burden of taxation is being gradually increased. The 
Rulers have passed an Arms Act, lest we should fight with each other with 
Murderous weapons. Similarly, a Press law has been enacted in order that 
hative editors might be guarded against loss arising from a profitless 
speculation. Government does not entrust us with the performance of any 
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public duties, because such work taxes all the physical and mental energy 
of aman. Similarly, we are not allowed admission into the army or tanph, 
warfare, because a soldier’s life is always full of ditficulties and dangers, But 
Englishmen at home love us more than English rulers in Indig 4, 
Some of these former come out to this country and counsel us to take to 
agriculture instead of seeking appointments under Government or of engap. 
ing in commerce. The people of India, it is urged by these men, shonia 
all become agriculturists, and grow cotton and other trade products. Others 
there are who advise us to acquire knowledge simply for the sake of 
knowledge. There are others, again, who expatiate on the inutility of 
agitating for political rights or high appointments under Government, ang 
exhort us to reform our social manners and customs. These friendly 
Englishmen would ask us to emancipate our females, abolish early marriage, 
and caste distinctions, and introduce the custom of remarriage of widows, 
There is, besides these, Lord Shaftesbury whose love for the ove. 
worked operations of Indian factories has led to the enactment of , 
beneficient factory law. But of all these friendly Englishmen, the 
merchants of Manchester and of Liverpool are those who are mog 
anxious for our welfare. The poverty of India has so affected the 
cloth merchants of Manchester that they have, as it were, ceased to take 
food or to sleep. In order to bring cheap British piece-goods to the people 
of this country, these merchants have obtained a repeal of the cotton 
duties which used to be levied in India. Another body of philanthropic 
merchants, the Salt dealers of Liverpool, have commenced to shed tear 
over cur poverty; and are convinced that the woes of the people of this 
country will not come to an end until they begin to consume cheap 
Liverpool salt. All this is, indeed, gratifying, but if in consequence of 
their agitation the duty on salt were abolished, how would the loss of 
revenue caused be made good? The people of India are at a loss to see 
how the sum of five crores which is yielded by this duty will be raised when 
it is discontinued. Certainly the merchants will not pay it. The repeal 
of the cotton duties entailed a serious loss upon the Indian Exchequer, 
and the result was the imposition of the License Tax. In conclusion, the 
Editor remarks that the people of India are too unworthy to receive the love 
of such philanthropists. 


9, The same paper refers to the recent disputes between certain indigo- 
ie le planters and their tenantry in Midnapore and 
or Nuddea. The Editor regards the recurrence 
of such disputes after the indigo riots of 1856 as ominous, and fears that 
in the present day, when education has spread among the people, and owing 
to the railway and telegraph, intelligence is soon conveyed from one part 
of the country to another, these disturbances, unless promptly checked, are 
likely to assume serious dimensions and lead to results extremely unfavourable 
to the prospects of the indigo trade. 
10. The same paper makes the following observations on the ca 
«ia of Ramkumar Ghose, a Sub-Inspector 
| 3 Police in Berhampore, who, having beet 
acquitted by the High Court on a charge on which he had been convicted 
by Mr. Mosley, Magistrate of Moorshedabad, prayed to be reinstated in hi 
former post, but had his prayer refused:—The Magistrate of Berhampor 
possesses a really wonderful power, which will perhaps enable him day-by- 
day to obtain an increasing notoriety. It is really strange to find that the 
truth | of the saying “As is the god so is the animal that bears himon 8 
back” has been Tealized in the case of Mr. Mosley. The Mogistra¥, 
the Deputy Magistrate, and the District Superiutendent of Police | 


Moorshedabad are all of a piece. There has been an increase of Magister 
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oppression under the rule of Sir Ashley Eden, and it behoves Lord Ripon 
to attend to the subject in view of its importance. 


11. Referring to arecent speech of Sir Arthur Hobhouse on India, the 
| ies same paper thus writes towards the conclu- 
ccleaner tet aati sion of ; long editorial :—The professions of 

liberal minded Englishmen to the contrary notwithstanding, it is idle to 
expect that Englishmen will ever be able to rule India for the good of the 
people of India. The occupation of the country by the British is due to 
their irresistible impulse of self-interest, and it is simply impossible for 
them to rule India in a disinterested spirit. There are, of course, Hnglish- 
men who are prepared to confer benefits upon the people, if this could be 
done while pursuing their own schemes of self-aggrandizement ; but there 
are others who look upon Indiain much the same light in which a pirate looks 
upon a boat carrying passengers. They are convinced that India was created 
for the purpose of supplying all the wants of England, and in order that 
she might be offered up as a sacrifice on the altar of England's greatness. 

12. The Navavibhakar, of the 11th July, condemns the decision 

assed by Justices Prinsep and Cunningham 

cn eRe naires in the ene of ‘Abdel Bobhen. In thele 
judgment they have resorted to special pleading for the purpose of vindi- 
cating their own treatment of Mr. Jackson, ‘There was not the least 
necessity for this action. They have injured the prestige of the High Court. 

13. The same paper in noticing the recently i on de of 
is a Sir Richard Temple on India, remarks that 
oo oe re he aole therein certain extreme- 

ly erroneous statements which, if allowed to pass uncontradicted, may mis- 
lead the British public respecting the people and Government of India. 
His observations on the state of the finances and of the people are per- 
vaded by a spirit of optimism which is very wide of the truth. Thus the 
steady increase of the public debt of the Government of India is not con- 
sidered by Sir Richard Temple a matter foranxiety. He has not again 
given atrue and correct description of the state of the people, and has 
not therefore thought it necessary to make any suggestions for ameliorat- 
ing their condition. Now, it seems to us, says the Editor, that of all the 
administrative problems in India, the unsatisfactory state of the finances 
and the poverty of the masses are the two most important. Sir Richard is 
further of opinion that indegenous manufactures have not suffered from 
foreign competition, a statement which is eo palpably untrue, that it 
requires no refutation. | 

14. Referring to the Resolution of Government on the state of the 
The finances of the Bengal Govern. finances published in a recent number of the 
ment. Calcutta Gazette, and the observations made 
therein by the Lieutenant-Governor regarding the works of public utility 
which the local Government has been enabled to construct out of the Provincial 
funds, the same paper writes as follows:—It would be an error on the 
part of Sir Ashley Eden to think that he has made Bengal, even before the 
full term of his office has expired, a prosperous and flourishing province. 
Weare aware that even now in many localities, suitors are put to great 
inconvenience owing to a paucity of judicial officers, and that moonsifis are 
$0 overworked that many have had their health ruined for ever. Even now 
not a few moonsiffs are obliged for want of shelter to hold their courts with 
umbrellas held over their heads. Even now in hundreds of villages for want 
of pure water the inhabitants are obliged to drink muddy water. Arrange- 
ments for the supply of pure water in towns do not meet the requirements 
Ol the whole country. Even now hundreds of villages are being devastated 
y the malarious fever, the drainage there being obstructed. ‘The ruler of 
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Bengal has, indeed, expended five and a half lakhs of rupees on the construc. 
tion of a tramway leading to his pleasure retreat, but why was not this gym 
expended on the hundreds of more important works required by the People? 
Sir Ashley Eden claims credit for having constructed hospitals, but has he 
not, by his restrictive policy in the matter of diet and medicine, interfere 
with the comfort and chances of recovery of the patients? It is, howere, 
exceedingly gratifying to find that His Honor has laboured, even to the 
slight extent that he has done, to supply the wants of Bengal. The require- 
ments of this extensive province will not be met without the expenditure o 
larze sums of money and earnest exertions on the part of its rulers, The 
financial independence of local Governments under the decentralization 
scheme notwithstanding, it is idle to expect that the necessary funds will beat 
the disposal of the local Government within the next ten years, or that the 
Lieutenant-Governors will, after indulgence in their habits of luxury, hare 
leisure left sufficient for attending to more onerous duties. The works per: 
formed by Sir Ashley Eden, and mention whereof has been made in the 
Resolution, constitute, as it were, buta drop of water in the sea. The account 
of Sir Ashley’s administration given by himself will perhaps lead outsiders to 
think that Bengal has reached the highest point of prosperity, and that 
under the rule of Sir Ashley Eden the people are happy and contented ; but 
those who know the facts would hold otherwise, and insist on the need of 
reform and improvement. 
15. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 12th July, refers to the case of 
The High Court and the case of Abdul Sobhan, and condemns the conduct of 
Abdul Sepaen. Justices Prinsep and Cunningham. They 
have by their action in this case lowered the prestige of the High Court, 
and shaken the confidence which has been always reposed by the people in 
the impartiality of its decisions. 
16. The same paper asks Government to enquire into the truth of 
The action of the Police in reference tHe allegation that on a recent occasion 
to a proposed rent meeting at Mehal- when a meeting of the ryots of Nuddea was 
eee proposed to be held at Nehalpore in thet 
district, under the auspices of the Indian Association, for the purpose o 
considering the provisions of the Bengal Rent Bill, the District Supem- 
tendent of Police issued orders to all the village chowkidars under him to 
dissuade the inhabitants from attending the meeting. By what authority, 
it is asked, did the officer in question, if the statement be correct, act im this 
way? It was a most arbitrary interference with the right of the public t 
hold meetings, and coming, as it did,in the wake of the prohibition d 
preaching in the public squares of Calcutta by the Commissioner of Police 
the action was looked upon with grave concern. 
17. The same paper is thankful to Sir Ashley Eden for his noble 
Sir Ashley Eden and the Dacea and resolve to confer the benefit of railway 
Teens See communication upon the most distant aud 
outlying districts of Bengal. The utility of railways is too well perceived | 
to need pointing out, and the public share the regret expressed by Bir 
Ashley that Government’ has not been able during the last four years to do 
anything in this connection. If but a small fraction of the amoul 
expended by Lord Lytton on the inequitable Afghan war had been applet 
for the purpose of conferring some permanent benefit upon the people 
there would have been but little to apprehend from famine at one time, a? 
surplusage of food at another. The importance of the lines which 5 
Ashley Eden proposed to construct from Provincial funds cannot be que 
tioned by any body. The Editor would urge upon His Honor the supendr 
claims of the projected Mymensingh line which, if completed, will greatly 
help to remove the present backward condition of East Bengal. It is hoped 
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that a beginning will soon be made, because, when the present Lieutenant- 
Governor has left Bengal, there will be but little chance of the claims of 
Mymensing receiving due consideration. 

18. The Sahachar, of the 13th July, dwells on the injurious con- 
‘sequences that have resulted from the intro- 
duction of the outstill system into this 
province. Liquor has been cheapened and brought, as it were, to the door 
of the villagers. The effect of this has been a fearful increase of drunken- 
ness. ‘There has been of course a corresponding increase of excise revenue, 
a result which, brought about in the manner it has been, is not certainly 
desirable. In his recent resolution on the operations of the Excise Department 
Sir Ashley Eden has sought to defend the outstill system, but he will not 
be able easily to throw dust into the eyes of the public who are corivinced of 
the injurious character of the measure. 

19. The same paper remarks, in reference to the recent financial 

The financial position of the Bengal Resolution of the Government of Bengal, 
Government. published in the Calcutta Gazette, that in the 
matter of finance the Lieutenant-Governor has done his duty to this 
province. After giving a bribe of 20 lakhs of rupees to the Government 
- of India in order to stop the mouth of Sir John Strachey, His Honor has 
yet managed to construct many important public works. His labours in con- 
connection with railway extension deserve particular mention. The Editor, 
who is aresident of Baraset, would ask His Honor to expedite the construc- 
tion of the line to Baraset and the excavation of the silt-formations in the 
channels of the two rivers Laui and Suty in the neighbourhood. 

20. Now that the subject of prison reform is being discussed by the 

cee public, the same paper directs the attention 

3 of Government to the following points :— 


(1) Native prisoners should be permitted to wear their national 
dress, namely, dhuties and chuddars, instead of the out- 
landish dress which they now use. 


(2) The prisoners do not receive well-cooked or _ sufficient 
food. 

(3) They are made to undergo hard labour, which ruins their health, 
and this labour is imposed on all alike, irrespective of their 
habits of life or social position. | 

(4) The system of maintaining warders is bad, as enquiries will 
show. 


(5) The contract system by which supplies of food for the patients 
are received is equally bad. 


21. The Sddhdrani, of the 17th July, is thankful to Lord Ripon 
icdaiiaiaieen for his efforts to make the operation of the 
} Indian Factories Act as little troublesome to 
the public as possible. The rules recently published by the Government 
of India insist on the use of discretion, and altogether it would seem that 
after passing the Factories Act, Government is anxious that the public 
— not carry away the notion that the measure was dictated by Man- 
chester. 
~2. The people of this province, remarks the same paper, expected 
SirAshley Eden and the Hospitals much from Sir Ashley Kden, but they are 
in Bengal. being gradually uadeceived. In the matter of 
the Rent Bill, the Calcutta Wards Institution and Hospital expenditure, 
1s Honor has acted upon the principle that, if one could not confer benefits, 
One could still do injury. The defective arrangements which pre- 
vailed at the Wards Institution were remedied by the abolition of the 
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nstitution. Similarly, in the matter of supplying medicine to the dispenga,: 
Seremkest has followed a policy which has had the effect of depriving th 
sick of all medicines. In support of his position, the Lieutenant-Governo, 
has quoted an old order of the Government of India, and shown that * 
certain dispensaries no useful work was done. If this latter allegation h, 
true, it isthe inspecting staff, with the Surgeon-General at their head, that 
are to blame; and the remedy will not be found in a wholesale closing of 
charitable dispensaries. oe 
2%. The same paper remarks that in spite of the rebuke which wa 
administered by Sir Ashley Eden to Distrig 
authorities, very little was done to remove 
the existing obstructions to the drainage of villages. The Lieutenant. 
Governor also, it isto be regretted, appears to think that his duty jis done 
when he has censured the indifferent. 
94. Ina letterto the Som Prakash, of the 18th July, the write, 
Embankments in villages on the ask Government to direct the repairs of the 
east of the Kharia river in Nuddea. embankments which protect the Villages 
situated on the east of the Kharia river in the 
district of Nuddea from destructive inundations. The local authoritie 
appear indifferent to this matter. | , 
25. The same paper asks that in consideration of the large income 
The Sonerpore Post Office snd ths derived fromthe Sonarpore Post Office, and 
Post Master. _ the large amount of work which the present 
able and conscientious Post Master has to overtake, the office should be 
located in a pucca building and the pay of the Post Master increased. 
26. The same paper asks Lord Ripon to attend to the increase of acts 
ai eileen of highhandedness on the part of magisterial 
pao enna officers and to the recent treatment of the Bar 


in the person of Mr. Jackson by Justices Prinsep and Cunningham. Itis 
high time that His Excellency should interfere. 


27. The same paper remarks that in the jails the prisoners are not 


ro allowed sufficient food, while they are 
rison Reform. é 

subjected to hard work. This accounts for 
the heavy mortality that prevails among them. The prisoners sleep on 


the damp ground, and are made to work in midday, practices to which they 
are quite unaccustomed. 


Government and the dispensaries. 28. On this subject, the same paper 
makes observations similar to those noticed 


The malarious fever. 


in paragraph 22. 
29. The Bharat Mitra, of the 24th July, remarks, in reference to the 


i ee ad Aha ee case of Abdul Sobhan. that the decision of 


 . Justices Prinsep and Cunningham has nd 
given satisfaction to the public. 
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